MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 4 September 2008 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth  at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr Peter Bradley (Chairman)

Cllrs Dawn Mitchell, Christine Page, and Robert Valentine 



Mike Crook, John Glozier, John Myers, Gail Levy and Carol Blendell
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Carol Allart, Parish Clerk
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Gill Tripp
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
24
WELCOME TO REPRESENTATIVES OF HALL USER GROUPS

The clerk reported that the following groups had been invited to send reps to this meeting:

Riverside Pre-School; New Monday Club; Villagers Gardening Club; Local History Society; 1st HK Brownies; 1st Sutton at Hone Brownies; Rainbows; Youth Club; Short Mat  Bowling Club.

Responses had been received as follows:

Local History Society – apologies from Peter Flewin

Riverside Pre-School – apologies from Celia Reynolds

New Monday Club – apologies from Debbie Lines.
Sharon Luck attended to represent both Riverside and New Monday Club.

Short Mat Bowling Club was represented by John Glozier and the Youth Club was represented by Gail Levy and Carol Blendell who were welcomed. Peter Bradley stated that he was a member of both the Darent Valley Lions and the Villagers Gardening Club.
25
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 24 July 2008 be approved and signed as a correct record.

26
MATTERS ARISING

Portable Appliances Tests

John Myers reported that the Parish Council did not have responsibility for non PAT tested appliances brought in to the hall. This responsibility was down to the users concerned. He said that signs needed to be put up which he would soon have copies of. It was also agreed to put a note in with the terms and conditions that hirers should make sure any electrical devices used in the hall should be tested.
Stage Electrics

An estimate from SJ Electrics in the sum of £5256 was received. This involved installing 8 x 500w, 2 x 1000w and 8 x 300w lights. John Myers of Valley Players said that no one would use 1000watt lights as they would be much too hot for performers and all committee members felt that this was much too expensive. John Myers had contacted a qualified electrician who lives in the village and had offered his labour free of charge. He would visit the hall soon to look at the existing lighting systems, PAT test the lights and make other recommendations. John Myers said that he would dust the lights.
The clerk asked if the old dimmer control pad which the Valley Players don’t use could be affixed to the wall at the side of the stage in a lockable container so that a pre-set number of lights could be used easily by casual users. 
The youth club representative asked if the glitter ball could be returned as they found it useful for creating atmosphere in the hall from time to time. 

All the above would be looked at by the electrician and items done if found to be safe.

Storage in the Hall

There was a great deal of discussion about storage and the following was agreed:

The Youth Club’s pool table could be stored as a temporary measure behind the piano in the bar room and investigations would be made to see if a purpose built box could be constructed to keep it secure as damage was being sustained.

Riverside Pre-School asked if the grey metal locker cabinet could be removed from Riverside’s cupboard but it was explained that the cupboard was not Pre-School’s cupboard; Riverside had been given permission some years ago to store carpets in there, and since then much more equipment had been put in there squeezing out the parish council’s storage space. 
Riverside Pre-School asked if they could put a shed outside to store bikes and trikes. Committee members were very concerned that this would be targeted by vandals and would be a safety issue so this was not agreed.
Riverside Pre-School was told that it could not put any more items behind the tables in the Green Room as it was coming out too far in to the room.

Valley Players asked for confirmation that they would still be able to use the two trolleys under the stage for storage and this was confirmed.

Outside Garden Area

Riverside Pre-School reported that there were potholes in the tarmac outside the bar room door which needed attention and the grassed area needed levelling and holes filled in. There was discussion about original proposals to slab the garden area but this would not happen, if at all, unless it was part of the extension as planning permission would be needed. In the meantime, Lothlorien Landscape Services would be asked for a quote to fill in and make good the uneven areas. The tarmac would also be looked at. Sharon Luck asked if Monday Club could use the garden and she was told that the area was for all users.

Working at Height

John Myers gave details of a replacement ladder.

RESOLVED that a new A frame 5 m ladder be purchased and the existing tall ladder be disposed of.

27
MAINTENANCE MATTERS

Fence
It was noted that the fence had been painted and looked very good.

Repairs

John Glozier enquired about who was responsible for making repairs as the bowling club had recently had to repair the door to the understage storage which had been damaged. He was told that the caretaker would normally do these items of repair.

28
WORKS FOR HALF TERM HOLIDAY

No works were agreed to need doing in the October holiday unless anything was subsequently raised.
29
NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Gail Levy was appointed to be the youth club’s representative on the committee and Carol Blendell would attend as necessary, as would any young people if they showed an interest or had any specific items to raise. Committee members said they would be welcome.
Sharon Luck said that she would attend at times to represent the Monday Club and Riverside and that Celia Reynolds would also attend from time to time.

Peter Flewin would be representative of the local history society and John Glozier would represent the short mat bowling club.

RESOLVED that the above be appointed to this committee and the Parish Council be asked accordingly to agree an increase in the number of non-voting hall user representatives to 8.

30
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Youth Club Use of Padlock from Garden Area to Heathside
It was explained that the youth club also wanted to use the key to take the whole club out on to Heathside from time to time. It was agreed that this was fine as long as the hall was kept secure at all times.
Public Inquiry – Gypsy Encampment on Grazing Plot 4
Riverside Pre-School was concerned at the loss of 2 sessions for this public inquiry which would disrupt pre-school and mean a loss of wages for the staff. Mrs Reynolds was also concerned about the effect on the child of the family involved who attended Riverside, something that was supported by the youth worker. However, most committee members felt that this had been brought on the family by themselves and the overwhelming feeling was that it was very important that the community had easy access to the enquiry. It was stated that the decision to put the village hall forward had been made by the Parish Council, not the hall committee. The latest date that the clerk had for the enquiry was Tuesday 16 December though this still had to be confirmed. Unfortunately this clashed with one of Riverside’s Christmas parties.
The meeting ended at 8.50 pm.

Chairman

Date

