MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 28 May 2009 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr Peter Bradley (Chairman)

Cllrs Dawn Mitchell, Christine Page, Gill Tripp and Robert Valentine 

IN ATTENDANCE: Carol Allart, Parish Clerk
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Mike Crook, Peter Flewin, John Glozier, 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
1
CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED that Cllr Bradley be appointed Chairman for 2009/10

2
VICE-CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED that Cllr Valentine be appointed Vice-Chairman for 2009/10

3
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 12 January 2009 be approved and signed as a correct record.

4
MATTERS ARISING

Stage Lighting

The matter of buying 2 spot lights for all hirers to use was still outstanding. Cllr Bradley agreed to pursue this with the help of Alan Burchmore.
Caretaker / Cleaner Position

It was reported that we still have no permanent caretaker and that Hazel and Harry Barrett previous holders of the position had been covering on a temporary basis since the agency worker proved unsatisfactory. The clerk reported that since the last meeting the job had been offered to a good local candidate who had not been able to take up the post immediately. However, he had not responded to a subsequent letter offering to keep the post open for 2 months so it was agreed to write to him withdrawing the offer. Two new applications had been received and interviews would be arranged.
Windows

Cllr Valentine reported that the windows were not very bad but needed some maintenance to the wooden frames so it was agreed to get some quotes.
Lease for Riverside Pre-School and Works to Part Rear Garden Area

The clerk reported that the draft as included in the March minutes was acceptable to the funding authority and Riverside Pre-School was progressing with getting quotes for the works. An update was expected but as no one from the Pre-School was at the meeting, this would be discussed at the next meeting. 
Rents

Cllr Bradley raised the subject of the increased fees for some local groups such as the Gardening Club and the Pantomime which were facing a 60% increase in one go. He felt that some of these groups could stop using the hall. He asked that the matter be discussed at the next meeting if 5 members were prepared to agree to the suspension of Standing Order 11 which states that a decision made in the previous 6 months cannot be reversed except by a special resolution, the written notice of which bears the names of at least 5 members of the council. At least one of the 5 councillors present felt strongly that the matter had been fully discussed at the last meeting and was not prepared to agree to this so the matter was not pursued further.
5
KEY HOUSEKEEPING

A full quotation for extending the existing master key system to incorporate the village hall was submitted in the total sum of £898 + Vat. It was agreed that this was too expensive to consider at the present time.
6
MAINTENANCE MATTERS

Boiling Water Machines
Cllr Bradley brought along details of these machines as he thought one installed in the kitchen instead of the urn could reduce hazards and reduce costs of heating water for teas. It was agreed to investigate costs of purchase and installation of a 9 litre capacity one ready for a decision at the next meeting.

7
HALL BOOKINGS POLICY
There was discussion on taking bookings for parties for 16 and 17 year olds as problems associated with allowing underage drinking could jeopardize the village hall licence. Dartford BC had reported that there has been trouble in the area.
RESOLVED that no bookings be taken for parties for 16 and 17 year olds except when these are booked by a parent in person and a no alcohol undertaking is made and the event is a family party with all ages present. 
8
FRONT DOOR BELL

The clerk reported that the committee consider the installation of a doorbell at low level to allow wheelchair users to get attention. After some discussion it was agreed not to proceed with this at the present time.
9
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Parking at the Village Hall by Non-Users
Cllr Page asked whether local groups meeting at the coach trips could use the hall for parking if the hall was not in use. The Chairman stated that this was not allowed under present rules so Cllr Page asked for this to be considered at the next meeting.
The meeting ended at 8.30 pm.
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